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WASTE MANAGEMENT 

From the Editor 
 

 

One of the important aspects of oil spill response 

is waste management. Not knowing how to 

effectively manage waste at oil spill and oil 

production sites can result in tremendous 

environmental pollution that directly affects both 

the life of people, as well as the environment. 

This month’s edition of the Green Reflection will highlight some of the 

principles that can be applied to effectively manage waste at spill sites 

as well as point us to certain consequences of improper waste 

management.  Always remember, one man’s waste might be another 

man’s raw material, and one moment of waste disposal carelessness 

might cost another man his life. Happy New Year; enjoy your read! 

Glory Eromosele- Editor- in Chief 

OIL SPILL RESPONSE: The 3Rs of waste management  

Paul Omeje  

 

 

 

When oil spills occur, they produce a variety of wastes depending 

on the type of oil spilled, environmental factors, recovery 

techniques used and storage factors. It is therefore important to take 

a holistic approach to minimizing waste to ALARP:  this can be 

achieved with the following practices. 

REDUCE the amount of waste generated by avoiding secondary 

contamination of unpolluted areas: Some ways to do this include: 

 Remove beach debris before impact and avoid use of 

leaking containers or hoses. 

 Cover storage containers to prevent rainwater infiltration 

and contamination from overflow. 

 Channel and line access to the oiled shoreline used by 

workers and protect ground using appropriate lining in 

decontamination zones used for workers and machinery; 

REUSE materials where possible: 

 Consumables like sorbents and recovery equipment should 

be used sparingly and effectively (more than once); 

 Reusable Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and utility 

products like cutleries and cans should be encouraged 

among responders rather than single-use plastics. 

RECYCLE recovered material: 

 Treat waste to recover oil, repurpose materials e.g. 

weak/leaking booms may be used to make canopies, and 

repair equipment/SREs rather than just disposing of them. 

OTHER GOOD PRACTICES 

 Sorting of wastes using different waste containers clearly 

labeled and easily identifiable.  

 Proper management of primary/temporary storage. 

Containers used should be suitable, durable and adequate, 

with known volume to help in estimation of quantity of 

waste collected. 

SOOT MENACE IN THE CITY OF PORT HARCOURT 

Olujuwon Babatola 

Imagine wiping your face, foot, home surfaces etc., with a 

napkin and seeing it become black stained; not even your 

nostrils are left out. For many individuals living in the environs 

of Port Harcourt, Nigeria, this is a common phenomenon. The 

deposited substance found on these napkins after wiping these 

surfaces and exposed parts of the body is called soot. 

What is Soot? Soot is made up of particles of impure carbon 

formed from the incomplete combustion of hydrocarbons. These 

particles can end up very far away from their site of origin. In 

Port Harcourt it is alleged that the cause of the heavy soot 

pollution is the operation of illegal refineries producing locally 

refined petroleum products called “KPO fire”, without proper 

waste management and by product disposal systems. 

Aside from common effects of air pollution such as irritation of 

the eyes, nose and throat, Soot is also associated with many 

respiratory diseases such as bronchitis, pneumonia, asthma, as 

well as several heart diseases such as coronary heart disease and 

cardiac arrest. People in these areas must therefore take adequate 

precautions to ensure their health is protected and prioritized. 

Some ways to survive the soot menace include: 

1. Make conscious use of nose masks 

2. Keep windows and doors closed where  possible 

3. Carry out general cleaning of floors and surfaces 

regularly 

4. Wash your hands, shower and keep skin covered 

regularly 

5. Raise awareness on the soot: do not keep quiet, lend 

your voice to educate others and help raise 

governmental awareness for reforms. 

Flushing of Stranded oil by CNA Team 
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Call of the GM into 
fellowship at NES AGM 

Tier 2 field response for 
member companies 

Capacity building for 
member companies 

CNA personnel 
competence building 

SPILL RESPONSE QUIZ 

1.  When oil is spilled in 

the ocean, it initially 

spreads primarily  

 

a. Some depth below the 

water surface 

b. On the water surface 

c. On the shoreline 

d. At the bottom of the 

ocean 
 

2. Crude oil has how 

many major groups? 

 

a. 4 

b. 2 

c. 3 or 4 

d. 1 
 

3.    Which of these is not 

an advantage of 

dispersants? 

 

a. Can be used in rough 

seas 

b. It is suitable for calm 

waters. 

c. No need to handle 

recovered spill oil. 

d. Economically cheaper 

than shoreline cleanup. 

4. Which of these is a 

benefit of vacuum 

skimmer? 

 

a. Recovers from small 

spaces. 

b. Cheap to buy 

c. Amazing source of 

ignition assistance 

d.  Not  stressful to use 

 

 

5. Spill response options 

include the following 

except 

a. Control burning 

b. Fire fighting 

c. Containment and 

recovery 

d. Dispersant 

application  
 

6. The body responsible 

for regulation of the 

oil industry in Nigeria 

is  

a. NOSDRA 

b. NESREA 

c. DPR 

d. NIMASA 

  

ANSWERS 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 

b a b a b c 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF CNA IN 2021 

Glory Eromosele 

As a company, Clean Nigeria Associates has remained committed to the 

delivery of world class Tier 2 oil spill response support and capacity 

building for our member companies. Much was done and achieved in the 

year 2021; some notable highlights of the year include: 

1. Commencement of our Virtual Oil Spill Response Training 

Classes: While CNA has traditionally maintained a physical 

approach to the delivery of these classes; this inclusion helped us 

maintain our ability to offer quality training despite the challenge 

of Covid-19 and its Delta and Omicron variants. Several 

personnel from over 7 of our member companies were 

beneficiaries of our virtual oil spill response in 2021. 
 

2. Facility Health Checks: The year was also straddled with 

various health check exercises for some of our member 

companies which contributed to the fine-tuning and approval of 

their processes in light of national and international regulatory 

standards. 
 

3. Personnel Capacity Building: CNA was committed to the 

competence improvement of her internal staffs in 2021 in order 

to ensure that their skills continue to meet world best acceptable 

standards in the areas of oil spill response.  
 

4. 90% completion of the CNA Warri base office building block. 
 

5. Provision of Oil spill response support, and capacity building 

(inclusive of practical training sessions and drills) to several 

member companies. 
 

6. Launch of the CNA quarterly Newsletter 
 

7. Launch of the “Improve Your Knowledge” campaign to keep 

trained responders up to date with oil spill response knowledge 
 

8. Call to fellowship in the Nigerian Environmental Society of 

Nigeria for the General Manager of CNA- Cyril Ezeaku (FNES), 

at the 30
th
 National conference of the society. 

9. ISO 9001:2015 certification 

 
Tier 2 response at a member 

company spill site 

Personnel competence 
building 

 


